MOUNTAIN
SYNAGOGUE

Mailing Address: PO Box 504, Franklin, NC 28744
Email: MountainSynagogue@gmail.com
Website: www.MountainSynagogueWNC.com
Phone: (828) 634-1312

DECEMBER 2021

HAPPY CHANUKAH !!

NEXT SERVICES – In- Person and on Zoom
December 11th – Saturday
(Services start at 10:00am)
For those members who might prefer to attend via
Zoom, please watch your email for the link!

Yosi Knight
Our Spiritual Leader
Our Tree of Life

Leaves are now available at $54 each (three times Chai) and
large stones (only 11 available) that will be mounted at the base
are $500 each, engraving included. Contact us for details:

mountainsynagogue@gmail.com

IMPORTANT RENEWAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Renewal notices will be sent out soon. For those who
would like to remain or become affiliated but may be
unable to attend in-person, our services will be held
LIVE on zoom, so you can join us from your home.

Please watch your email and our website for notices regarding dates and times of services, which
will be conducted both in-person and live online via Zoom.

NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.

Have some news to share with our members? We want
it all! Contact our newsletter editor, Harvey Morse at:
harvey@probate.com or call: (828) 631-0000

2.

All Friday evening services will begin at 7:00pm and all
Saturday morning services will start at 10:00am.

3.

We are in need of a laptop computer for our Zoom
services. If you have one to donate or wish to purchase
one for the synagogue, please contact Harvey at:
(828) 631-0000

4. Mishaberah – (Prayers for those who are ill)
Jim Fierburg
Rhoda Haber
Hal Lunsik
Libby Katzenson
Howard Fuhrman
Richie Aaron
Mike Arnold
Maxine Goldstein
Terry Erbesfield

5. Yahrzeit Information
We are updating our list of member’s family Yahrzeits.
Please send the names, your relationship to the
deceased and the dates of death to Vickie Sanders. Her
email is: walknnature186@yahoo.com

6. Yahrzeit Donations
Mike & Bobbi Serra – Memory of Annteen Serra
Deb Arnold – Memory of sister, Diane Slaykin Benson
Harvey Morse – Memory of grandfathe,r Louis Altshuler
Ed Pomerantz – Memory of Father Lewis Pomerantz
Gary & Donna Sinrich – Memory of her mother, Wilma Webb
Erwin & Andrea Slutsky – Memory of Lilian Felman
George & Joan Berman Memorial Placque for Leah Miller
Marshall & Glenda Greenman – Memory of his brother,
Gerald Greenman

7.

8.

DONATIONS
Ronald Shnider & Janie Rose
Anonymous in honor of Harvey for a Zoom Camera
Harvey Morse in honor of his 80th birthday
Harvey Morse in honor of Marcia Goldstein’s birthday
Harvey Morse in honor of his son Scott’s birthday

December Birthdays
Phyllis Cardoza
Harvey Morse
Marcia Goldstein
Sandra Weston
Renee Cohen
George Berman
Pearl Goldfarb
Celeste Strohl

9. December Anniversaries
George and Joan Berman

10. Memorial Plaques
There is no better way to honor the memory of a
deceased loved one than purchasing a memorial plaque
which will be placed in our social hall. The cost is only

SAFETY DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
By Harvey E. Morse
This past week, I attended two of my monthly meetings
with participants from all the Jewish organizations in
the Asheville and WNC areas. The first one I wish to
report on is our Jewish Task Force group.
We are all affiliated with a national Jewish security
organization known as the Secure Community
Network, (SCN). Our security meeting with all of the
synagogues in Asheville including JFS and JCC
resulted in an agreement with SCN that they will be
producing a series of monthly security courses which
will be available for our safety team as well as any
congregants that would like to participate. They will
start in January and continue throughout the year, and
will be online requiring advance registration for security
purposes. They will not be available to view as a video
or slide presentation at any time other than when they
are actually being presented. This training will be
mandatory for our Safety Team members and
voluntarily for those members to attend who may be
concerned about the safety of our synagogue and its
congregants.
The cost will be approximately $5000 and will be paid
entirely by the Jewish Federation of Asheville. There
will be no cost to us. Further, SCN anticipates some live
training after July of 2022, most likely to be held in the
Asheville area. I have asked if they might include or at
least investigate the possibility of AED and CPR
training if we have not completed those courses
beforehand, and they will take my suggestion into
consideration as trainers are difficult to find, especially
those who might have the requisite equipment. The
main focus will be Stop The Bleed with hands on
demonstrations, however, our safety team has already
participated in the online version, but nothing is better
than a hands on scenerio.
I will keep everyone updated as this programming
develops. The first session is anticipated to be
“Situational Awareness” and will be followed in the next
month with “Greeter/Usher” training.
These courses will be offered simultaneously to
synagogues in WNC, one in Eastern Tennessee and
one in Kentucky, each of whom has participated
previously. They are preparing a flier and I’ll be sure
that the Board and our membership receive notice, with
an emphasis on the required advanced registration.
My second meeting was with the Jewish Leadership
Collaborative (JLC) and it was interesting, with two
primary takeways: The first is that Congregation B’nai
Israel will have a free menorah exhibit open to
anybody between December 1st and December 17th
during normal business hours at their facility. However
Rochelle, their Executive Director, said that she would
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Public Relations Person Needed
We are seeking a volunteer to represent Mountain
Synagogue, who will visit or contact newspapers,
hospitals, nursing facilities, Realtors, Chambers of
Commerce and so forth, to make them aware of our
existence and possibly hand out literature for them to
distribute. If you are interested or would like to put a
committee together to handle this task, please contact
our corresponding secretary, Norma Schulman at
n.schulman@frontier.com

PRAYER BOOKS
Our Mishkan t’Filah prayer books are available for $40
each. Our new High Holiday Mahzor’s are available for
$40 each. These are very important to have, if you
attend services online.
Shipping is $5.00 for one or two books. If interested,
please send your name, address and which books you
want together with payment to Mountain Synagogue,
PO Box 504, Franklin, NC 28744. (Books may be picked
up in person during services to avoid the shipping
costs).
NEW ORLEANS
Visiting New Orleans? The MUSEUM OF THE
SOUTHERN JEWISH EXPERIENCE has opened! It
explores the many ways that Jews of the American
South influenced and were influenced by the distinct
cultural heritage of their communities, through exhibits,
collections and programs. It’s website is:www.msje.org
818 Howard Ave, New Orleans, LA 70113
WEBSITE UPDATE
Our website has been updated with a link to copies of
all 2021 newsletters!
BOOK CLUB
Anyone interested in participating in a Jewish oriented Book Club
or Multimedia Literary Society, please contact Michael Serra.
These may include weekly Torah Parsha, Mishna or Talmud
discussions in-person or via zoom. Home: 706-782-9210 serrafamily73@comcast.net

be happy to make herself available for groups at any
time that is convenient, including Sundays.
The second topic of interest is an initiative that the JLC
and its membership will spearhead together with a
professional research company yet to be determined,
to conduct a survey regarding the number of Jewish
people in greater Western North Carolina, such as who,
where, how many, ages, and so forth, as best they can
determine. This will be extremely helpful to determine
where focus should be to acquire new members, and
grants. The resultant demographic information which
will be shared with each of the member groups, myself
included, which I will then share as appropriate. I
mentioned that part of our area encompasses Georgia
which they were unaware of, and it is anticipated that
will get put into the survey mix in some manner.
Respectfully submitted,

Harvey E. Morse
Safety Director
Member: Board of Directors

To the Anonymous Donor!
On November 20th, an anonymous donor made a
significant contribution in my honor to purchase a better
camera to be used for our online services. You have no
idea how thankful and grateful I am, and how much
your thoughtfulness is appreciated. Your generosity will
substantially improve our online services, and will serve
those unable to attend in-person. TODA RABOH!
Harvey Morse

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES
Healing Solutions Counseling at Jewish Family Services has
expanded our reach! We are now permanently offering telehealth
counseling appointments with our licensed clinicians, who
specialize in treating depression, anxiety, parenting challenges,
grief, trauma, adjustment disorders, relationship problems, stress
management, healthy aging, and LGBTQ+ support. Our therapy
sessions are safe, private, and confidential. We will always meet
you where you are. JFS accepts most Medicare, BCBS, United
Healthcare, Cigna, Humana, and Aetna. Please inquire about other
insurance. Sliding scale fees are available based on income to those
who are uninsured.
Call 828-253-2900 or email info@jfswnc.org for more information.
You can also get started by downloading client paperwork here.

WWW.MOUNTAINSYNAGOGUEWNC.COM | CALL: 828-634-1312 |
EMAIL: MOUNTAINSYNAGOGUE@GMAIL.COM

