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OUR TREE OF LIFE 

A place to honor and celebrate life’s great events! 
(This is not for memorials) 

Contact Bobbi Serra for details at: ms.treasurer79@gmail.com  
 
 
 

 
 

NEXT SHABBAT SERVICE  
 

Saturday, December 10th at 10:00am 
Services are now held on our winter schedule of one 

Saturday each month, in-person and on zoom. 
 

For those members who prefer to attend via Zoom, please watch your 
email for the link! 

 

  
Yosi Knight 

Our Spiritual Leader 
 

 

Please watch your email and our website for notices regarding dates and times of services, which 
will be conducted both  in-person and live online via Zoom.   

 



 
 

NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Have some news to share with our members? We 
want it all! Contact our newsletter editor, Harvey 
Morse at harvey@probate.com  (828) 631-0000 

 
2. Mi Shebeirach – (Prayers for the ill) 

Rhoda Haber 
Howard Fuhrman 

                Phyllis Cardoza 
                Wendy Newman 
                Cathy Kelly 
                Teresa Kelly 
                Ann Ferman 
 

3. Recent Yahrzeit Donations  
(Received by November 15th) 
Norma Schulman for Father, Jack Yospin & Sol 
Schulman, Father-in-Law 
Ed Pomerantz for Father, Lewis Pomerantz 
Deb Arnold for Sister, Diane Slavkin Benson 
Donna Sinrich for Mother, Wilma Webb 
Marsha Snyder for Father, Walter Green 
Andrea Slutsky For Mother, Lillian 
Mike Serra for Father, Ralph Serra 
Harvey Morse for Grandfather, Louis Altshuler 
  

4. Recent General Donations 
None 
 

5. December Member Celebrations 
Birthdays: 
Phyllis Cardoza 
Harvey Morse 
Ivy Burstein 
Sandra Weston 
Renee Cohen 
Pearl Goldfarb 
Marcia Goldstein 
Celeste Strohl 
Anniversaries 
George & Joan Berman 
 

6. Tree Of Life Leaf Purchases  
None  

 
7. Memorial Plaques  

Memorial plaques which will be placed in our 
social hall are $50 per name for an engraved, 
permanent  remembrance. [Our Tree of Life is 
reserved for celebrations, family or personal 
events of note, not memorials. 

8. New Members 
Tennell Reed 
Bruce Lucker 
Leon & Susan Hananel 

 

 

 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Joel Edelson 
President 
 
Happy Chanukah to all! Please see this story below as a different take on 
an old tale. I myself found this enlightening and empowering at the same 
time. I hope it does for you as well. 
Happy Chanukah! 
Joel Edelson  
 
 
The hall was packed. This was no ordinary wedding, but the 
wedding of the daughter of one of Jerusalem’s most prominent 
families. Leaders in the still quiet and nonviolent rebellion against 
the Greeks, they were respected and loved by Jews throughout the 
Land of Israel. Not to mention that, as priests in the Temple, the 
family had been looked up to for generations. 

Amidst the elegant flowers, soft music, and the conversations of the 
guests, the bride suddenly stood up, walked to the center of the 
room, placed her hand on her chest, and tore open her gown. 

Shocked, angry, and embarrassed, her brothers rose to drag her 
from the room. But she stood firmly in place and addressed the 
room: “You who are so zealous that you would kill me, are not 
zealous enough to protect me from the hands of the Greek governor 
who will come here to assault me tonight. 

“Did you not learn from Shimon and Levi, the brothers of Dinah, 
who, though only two men, killed the entire city of Shechem for her 
sake? Place your faith in the One Above, and He will help you.” 

Her five brothers declared their willingness to go to war and were 
answered by a voice emanating from the Holy of Holies promising 
victory. 

In her eyes it was a story of the struggle for political freedom. The 
story of the Maccabees’ brave revolt is a familiar one not only to 
Jews but to most non-Jews as well. I can still remember my second-
grade music teacher in public school giving a brief account of the 
miracle of the oil before teaching the whole class “Rock of Ages.” 
What was left out of her account were all the details about what the 
Jews were really fighting for. In her eyes it was a story of the 
struggle for political freedom and fit in quite nicely with news 
accounts of Sakharov, Mandela, and others struggling for personal 
and national liberty. 
 
As I grew older and became more involved with Judaism and the 
Jewish community, details seeped in. Initially, the Greeks treated 
the Jews with greater respect than they had treated other peoples 
they conquered. Alexander the Great had seen the High 
Priest, Shimon the Righteous, in a dream, and when Shimon went 
out to meet his approaching army, Alexander knelt before him and 
pledged never to harm Jerusalem or the Holy Temple. 

Years passed. Alexander and Shimon the Righteous both passed 
away. Some Jews became quite infatuated with Greek culture. But 
the more they imitated the Greeks, the less respect the Greeks had 
for us. They began to mock Judaism and enact laws against it. First 
they locked up the synagogues and schools. People prayed and 
studied in one another’s homes. 

Then, the Greeks passed a law that all Jews had to write a 
sentence stating they had no portion in the G-d of Israel on the 
horns of their livestock and on their doors. The Jews sold their 
livestock and removed the doors from their homes. 

The Greeks passed a law outlawing circumcision. The Jews made 
up secret signs through which they announced circumcision 



 
9. Volunteers 

If you are interested in volunteering to assist our 
Board, please contact President, Joel Edelson at 
joeledelson@yahoo.com  or Vice-President Harvey 
Morse at harvey@probate.com  

 

Shabbat and High Holiday Prayer Books 

As we continue to have services in-person and on 
Zoom, having your own prayer books at home is 
important to follow along. Our Mishkan t’Filah prayer 
books are available for $40 each. Our new High 
Holiday Mahzor’s are available for $40 each. These 
are very important to have, if you attend services online. 

Shipping is $5.00 for one or two books. If interested, 
please send your name, address and which books you 
want together with payment to Mountain Synagogue, 
PO Box 504, Franklin, NC 28744. Contact 
Bobbi Serra at ms.treasurer79@gmail.com  

 

SAFETY TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED  

We are seeking additional members to join our 
synagogue safety team. Approved members will 
be trained in  AED, CPR, Stop the Bleed, 
Usher/Greeters procedures, use of pepperspray, 
portable radio’s, our procedures and optionally, 
concealed carry with a valid permit. Those who are 
approved are covered under our synagogue’s 
insurance policy. If you are interested in serving, 
please contact Harvey Morse, our Safety Director 
at: harvey@probate.com or (828) 631-0000  

 

Chanukah Party Invitation! 

We will be having a Channukah party on 
December 18th at 1:00pm, at the home of Harvey 
and Marcia in Waynesville. RSVP’s are required 

so we can prepare properly, and their address will 
be provided by separate email with directions.  All 
participants must be vaccinated! Please RSVP to 
Norma Schulman no later than December 9th at  

normaschulman5@gmail.com  

 

 

 

OUR SYNAGOGUE WEBSITE  

www.MountainSynagogueWNC.com 

 

 

ceremonies, and guests risked their lives to go wish the new 
parents “Mazel Tov!” 

The Greek soldiers started assaulting Jewish women. The Greeks 
outlawed Shabbat, the celebration of the New Moon, and Torah 
study. Jews hid in caves and continued to observe all three. The 
Greeks found hundreds of ways to try to stamp out Judaism. Jews 
found hundreds of ways to quietly rebel and to remain what they 
had always been. Then the Greek soldiers started assaulting 
Jewish women. The governor made a decree—unfortunately, a 
common one in ancient cultures—called jus primae noctis, “first 
night rights.” The governor would kidnap and assault every bride on 
her wedding night. 
And then the Jews went to war. 

The victory we celebrate on Chanukah is a victory on many levels. It 
is a victory of the few over the many, of light over darkness, of 
Jewish continuity in the face of all those who had sought, or would 
seek to, wipe out Judaism and Jewish history. 

The Jewish people—men and women—defied every Greek law with 
enormous self-sacrifice, yet it was largely by and for the sake of 
Jewish women that the Maccabees were led to declare war. 

The decisive moment occurred when one Jewish woman looked her 
brothers in the eye and told them, “You cannot let this happen to 
me.” It was a war, first and foremost, for sanctity—the sanctity of the 
Temple, the sanctity of Torah, and the sanctity of every human 
being. 

Among the many miracles we acknowledge and commemorate as 
we kindle the lights of the menorah, we also acknowledge the 
simple truth of every woman’s sanctity and her right to personal 
safety and dignity. 

It’s a detail well worth remembering. 

By; Chana Kroll 

 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR ASSISTANT 

We are looking for a member who would like 
to assist with our monthly newsletter 

preparation. Please contact Harvey Morse at 
harvey@probate.com for details. 
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